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Information Regarding Advocacy Unlimited Training

and College Credit at Housatonic Community College

(Updated February 26, 2009)
Graduates of the Advocacy Unlimited Advocacy Training Program may obtain credit by portfolio towards Human Services HSE* E114, Advocacy in Human Services, a three-credit course.  Advocacy in Human Services is an optional course in the MERGE program (as of October 2002) and a required course in the Victim Services Certificate program.

The course description is:

“A comprehensive survey of effective advocacy for and with human service agencies.  Students will learn about power bases and influence in human service systems.  The course will introduce students to advocacy theory and practice, providing lectures, practical hands-on assignments, and participatory learning.”

Through the portfolio process, HCC will offer credit for HSE* E114 to graduates of the Advocacy Unlimited, Inc. advocacy training course who either submit a portfolio of papers that is favorably reviewed or who successfully complete an examination developed by the HCC Behavioral and Social Services Department.

The process is as follows:

1. Students must complete and submit an HCC application form together with the $20.00 admissions fee.  Students who wish to enroll in the Victim Services Certificate Program must either take placement tests in English and mathematics or provide evidence that they have taken English Composition.  Students who have not taken English Composition in college or who do not wish to take the placement tests at this time may enroll as non-degree students.  At such time as they wish officially to enroll in the Victim Services Certificate Program, they must take the tests or submit evidence that they have taken English Composition (a required prerequisite or parallel course for HSE* E114).  Placement tests may be taken at any Connecticut Community College and the results sent to HCC.

2. Students will also complete the application to earn credit by portfolio assessment for HSE* E114, Advocacy in Human Services.  Copies are enclosed.  A $50 fee must be paid to the College Business Office before portfolio evaluation can be initiated.

3. Individuals who have completed the Advocacy Unlimited advocacy training program must submit a letter on AU letterhead stating the date that they completed the AU program.  This letter should be attached to their application for portfolio review, along with proof of payment, and submitted to the Behavioral and Social Sciences Department for review.  The portfolio will consist of the written assignments and homework submitted during Advocacy Unlimited training.  Two Behavioral and Social Sciences Department faculty members will review the portfolio and determine whether it fulfills the requirements for credit for HSE* E114.  The reviewers will send their recommendations to the Department Chair, who will send them on to the Dean of Learning, who makes the final decision.  Students will be notified of the results and if they have completed all requirements, the appropriate credit will be noted on their record.

4. Students who do not have a portfolio (because, for example, they completed the AU advocacy training program a few years ago), may request to take a written examination.  The same fee, application, documentation (AU letter), and review procedures will be followed.

Please note that these credits may apply either towards the MERGE Mental Health Certificate program or the Victim Services Certificate program.  Students may be enrolled in more than one program at a time.

Copies of the required forms are attached.

For additional information, contact:

Edward Keane, Ph.D., Coordinator of Human Services
Housatonic Community College

900 Lafayette Blvd.

Bridgeport, CT 06604

203-332-5165
e.keane@hcc.commnet.edu
